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Twenty-One People Pass ACAT Exams to Prepare to Earn New Accounting and Tax Credentials
ALEXANDRIA, VA, March 19, 2012 — Thirty-three people passed five different credentialing examinations offered during the November-December 2011 testing window by the Accreditation Council on Accountancy and Taxation® (ACAT).

Eleven people passed the “Practice 1” portion of the two-part Comprehensive Examination for Accreditation in Accountancy, which leads to the Accredited Business Accountant/Advisor® (ABA) designation. It is a 200-question exam that tests the technical proficiency of candidates in financial accounting, financial reporting, financial statement preparation, taxation, business consulting services, business law, and ethics. Candidates must also pass the Practice 2 portion of the exam and complete a three-year experience requirement. Those passing this exam include:
· Darren Bailey, Key Largo, FL

· Ana Maria Cardona, Lehigh Acres, FL

· Lisa Colon, New London, CT

· Marit Gilkey, Excelsior, MN

· Jorge Gomez, North Hills, CA

· Wayne Green, Niantic, CT

· Carol Ann Korte, Keokuk, IA

· Daniel Randall, Eugene, OR

· Richard Sacks, St. Charles, MO

· John Spada, Quincy, MA

· Edward Steinback, Prescott Valley, AZ
Randall posted the highest score on the exam.
Nine people passed the “Practice 2” portion of the two-part Comprehensive Examination for Accreditation in Accountancy, which leads to the ABA designation. Candidates must also complete a three-year experience requirement. Those passing this exam include:

· Darren Bailey, Key Largo, FL

· Ana Maria Cardona, Lehigh Acres, FL

· Jesse Leahy, Topock, AC

· Yuliya Pigrish, Redondo Beach, CA

· Alexander Smith, Solana Beach, CA

· Jason Jones, Columbus, OH 

· Richard Sacks, St. Charles, MO

· John Spada, Quincy, MA

· Carol Ann Korte, Keokuk, IA
Smith and Spada posted the highest scores on the exam.

Three people passed the Accredited Tax Advisor® (ATA) exam, which leads to the ATA designation. It is an exam focusing on tax returns for individuals, business entities, fiduciaries, trusts and estates, as well as tax planning, tax consulting and ethics. Those passing this exam include:

· Lola Caraway, Liberal, KS

· David Iler, Petaluma, CA

· Alexander Smith, Solana Beach, CA
Iler posted the highest score on the exam.

Seven people passed the Accredited Tax Preparer® (ATP) exam, which leads to the ATP designation. It is a 100-question exam testing knowledge of the tax code and the preparation of individual tax returns with an expertise in comprehensive 1040 issues including supporting schedules, self-employed returns, and ethics. Candidates must also complete a three-year experience requirement. Those passing the ATP exam include:
· Nader Andrews, Jacksonville, FL

· Sonia Ballard, Ridgeland, MS

· Brenda Ensing, Houghton Lake, MI

· Juan Hinojosa, Hidalgo, TX

· Fredd Montoya, Doral, FL

· Nirav Parikh, Rutherford, NJ

· Kenneth Williams, Columbia, MD
Montoya posted the highest score on the ATP exam.

Three people passed the Accredited Retirement Advisor® (ARA) exam, which leads to the ARA designation. It is an exam focusing on retirement planning and special issues of senior citizens including tax planning and tax preparation for decedents, estates, and trusts. Those passing the ARA exam include:

· Therese Doering, Howard Lake, MN

· Evan Golar, Airmont, NY

· Peggy Nolan-Prem, Spring Green, WI
Doering posted the highest score on the ARA exam.
The next testing window for ACAT exams – including the ABA Accredited Business Accountant/Advisor, Accredited Tax Advisor (ATA) and Accredited Retirement Advisor (ARA) exams – is June 16-July 7, 2012. For more information and to register, visit www.acatcredentials.org or call 800-966-6679.
# # #
The Accreditation Council for Accountancy and Taxation (ACAT) is an independent accrediting and monitoring organization affiliated with the National Society of Accountants. ACAT accredits professionals in independent practice who have demonstrated measurable knowledge of the principles, practices, and ethical standards of accounting, taxation, information technology and related financial services. The website is www.acatcredentials.org.

